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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
e the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

e the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
e the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

e marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level
descriptors.
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or
grade descriptors in mind.
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Annotations available on Scoris

Annotation | Meaning

tick correct

cross incorrect

A omission

BOD benefit of the doubt

NBOD not benefit of the doubt

HA harmless addition

IR irrelevant

INVL invalidates

/ to show the end of a word
count

highlight

REP repetition

XL Language that is different
from the one being assessed
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Question Answer Marks Guidance
Section 1
AO1 Reading

R1: identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and attitudes [16 marks]
R2: demonstrate understanding of how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers [9 marks]

Mark all the sub-questions for content. Enter a mark for each sub-question.
You do not need to put a tick next to each point awarded if the answer clearly answers the question.
If you have to weigh up whether an answer or part of an answer is worthy of the mark, use the relevant annotation from the list on page 3 to
explain your decision (Benefit of the Doubt, Invalidation, etc.).

This is the ‘reject’ column
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Question Answer Marks Guidance

Section 2
Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

AO1: Reading

R3: analyse, evaluate and develop facts, ideas and opinions
R4: select and synthesise information for specific purposes.
[15 marks]

AO2: Writing

W1: communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively

W2: sequence facts, ideas and opinions

Wa3: use a range of appropriate vocabulary

W4 use tone, style and register appropriate to audience and context
W5: make accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

[10 marks]

Candidates should draw their content from Passages 2 and 3. The list below is indicative and is not exhaustive. Other relevant points from the
passages may be included.

The mark for Reading is awarded based on Table A, on page 12.

The mark for Writing is awarded based on Table B, on page 13.

Indicative content
Evaluation of the arguments requires candidates to draw inferences and make judgements. Evidence should be derived from the ideas and
examples in both passages, developing claims and assessing their implications with clear and persuasive arguments.

(* is to be shown after those which appear in more than one list)
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2 Possible content points are listed below. The list is not exhaustive and 15 | This is the ‘reject’ column

other relevance points may be accepted.
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Now award a mark for Reading out of 15, using Table A
TABLE A
Band 5 | 13-15 e The candidate develops, evaluates or analyses the chosen content in a way that clearly fulfills all elements of the
task.
e The candidate selects a wide range of facts, ideas and opinions from both passages.
Band 4 10-12 e There is some development, analysis and evaluation and a clear focus on all elements of the task.
e The candidate selects relevant facts, ideas and opinions from both passages.
Band3 | 7-9 e Development, analysis and evaluation is limited. Parts of the response may not be focused on the task. Most of the
task has been attempted though there may be some minor omissions.
e The candidate identifies enough relevant facts, ideas and opinions from both passages to fulfil the task.
Band2 |4-6 e The response shows very limited development of ideas. Significant aspects of the task may not have been
approached.
e The candidate identifies some relevant points from one or both passages but they are not always relevant.
Band 1 1-3 e The response lacks development of ideas and shows very limited evidence of focus on the task. No awareness of
analysis or evaluation.
e The candidate identifies very few relevant points from either passage.
Band 0 0 A mark of zero should be awarded for no creditable content.
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Then, award a mark for Writing out of 10, Using Table B

TABLE B
Band 5 | 9-10

The response is highly effective and convincing

Well organised and carefully structured for the benefit of the reader
Vocabulary consistently well chosen and precise

Consistently appropriate tone/style for audience and purpose
Spelling, punctuation and grammar almost always accurate

Band 4 7-8 The response is effective

Secure overall structure with some helpful organisation of ideas and information
Vocabulary is mostly well chosen, with some precision

Mostly appropriate tone/style for audience and purpose

Spelling, punctuation and grammar generally accurate

Band 3 5-6 The response can be understood, although it is not always convincing
Ideas are generally well sequenced

Vocabulary may be plain but is adequate

Some awareness of an appropriate tone/style for audience and purpose

Frequent errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar, which are minor and do not prevent communication

Band 2 3-4 The response is sometimes unclear and/or generally unconvincing
Sequence of ideas is sometimes confusing

Vocabulary simple, not always appropriate

Little awareness of appropriate tone/style

Frequent errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar hinder communication

Band 1 1-2 The response is difficult to understand and lacks coherence
Little or no evidence of attempt to sequence ideas
Vocabulary limited and/or inappropriate

No awareness of appropriate tone/style

Persistent errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar prevent communication

Band 0 0 e A mark of zero should be awarded for no creditable content.
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